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WHY DON’T GIRLS DO SOMETHING!?! 

Why do all the boys claim,”Duh, I’d support girls if they were doing 
stuff, like in bands and all of that...” Lessee, I can think of like 21 
straightedge girls across the US and in Europe. I hope there’s more 
than that, but 21 is all I know (pretty sad, huh?). Of these 21: 

21 of us are dedicated straight-n-edge 
17 of us do fanzines, some of us have more than one 
14 of us are vegan, the other 7 are vegetarian 
9 of us put on shows 

7 of us distribute records and zines, even if on a small scale 
5 of us have put out records 
2 of us do radio shows 

So maybe there are very few girls that are straightedge, but all of us are 
fully involved and active in other aspects of SxE, beyond just going to 
shows and supporting bands. Do 100% of the boys risk their safety at 
every show to "prove” they "deserve” to be there? Axe 100% of the 
boys vegetarian? (Can 100% of the boys SPELL "vegetarian”?) Are 
70% of the boys vegan? Do 80% of them put out fanzines? Do 45% 
of them put on shows? How come I didn’t get the flyer? Have 35% of 
the boys done distribution? There should be records mid zines all over 
the place. Have 25 % of the boys put out records? That’s 1/4 of all the 
SxE boys everywhere ! I doubt it. Do 15% of the boys do radio shows? 
Maybe. This isn’t supposed to be about who’s better than whom. I 
think the only place where girl involvement is lacking is in the bands 
themselves, mid I don’t know why that is. In any case, I think girls 
pretty much make up for that in other areas. If you can’t find GxE 
propaganda, ask. You’re obviously not looking in the right place. 

This has been Chicks Up Front lesson # 406. 
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punk rock is supposed to be this place 
where you are supposed to feel safe and 
things like racism and sexism and 
homophobia are not tolerated, where the 
people involved can see through the lies 
that our parents/teachers/leaders/ 
television sets/billboards feed us.where 
you can say what you want and others 
support you. where war and violence and 
allegiance and blind patriotism are 
refuted for a clearer vision. I always 
thought sxe was a part of this. I want sxe 
to be a mass movement of drug free kids 
that are political and sincere and smart 
and active and caring and non-exploitive. 
so how come sxe is the place where J find 
racism sexism and homophobia running 
rampant? where violence is encouraged? 
where compassion extends at best to 
animals and rarely t 0 other people? where 
everyone looks to everyone else for cues 
and no one refutes where we're all being 
led? 

the sxe scene as a I know it has become a 
sanctuary for the people and attitudes I 
tried to escape by getting into punk 
rock. 1 can't be your version of sxe. I 
have made my own. chicks up front is only 
my way 0 f fighting against what represses 
me most directly i^ your sxe scene. 


The Language 



Lots of times some people (boys)try to discredit strong girls. Boys like to 
call me names (behind my back, of course, like Real Men) to try and make 
me feel bad or question myself, or just to fight me. All this just translates 
into boys trying to make me shut up. But I can’t. 

You can call me Dyke if you want. It’s cool that you can’t figure 
out who I fuck. Would my orientation make my words somehow less valid? 
Homo is ok, and dyke to me is not an insult because dykes are really strong 
women who can fuck your shit up much better than I have so far. Oh and by 
the way, feminist^lesbian all the time. 

You can call me Bitch too. That means I’m doing something right if 
I’m threatening you. Me and my girl friends are shaking the very 
foundations of the SxE scene that you rely on so heavily, and that’s scary to 
you. Well, I’ve been to enough shows where I’ve been made to feel 
threatened and unsafe just because there weren’t many girls there. Maybe 
it’s your turn now. 

You can make comments about how I’m ugly or fat, etc. 

Outside of this ,SxE stuff, in the real world, the boys that run everything 
want strong girls like me to shut up and not think about how they’re fucking 
me over. They throw a beauty standard at us and tell us that if we’re not 
.perfectly beauty beautiful or perfectly skinny, we’ll 

never be successful, never get married, never be taken 
seriously, etc. This is called a distraction. I’m not 
falling for it. I’m a person, not an object/thing. 
There’s way too much to cover about all this stuff 
that can be written in these tiny little zines. I’m 
trying to open some discussion. 



°f Oppression 











I will sock any bitch in the face with X’s on her 
rhands who is in the bathroom smoking. 

I didn’t walk here all this way for nothing. Give 
[tfimeashtrays, lady heads and jersey kicking. 

ills'll '\t^i 

’2 I will talk at you, not to you because it may be 

OS* 

You really think so? WeU I did for a minute-then I 
realizedyouwere a fuckup.J’ll take your friends’ 

money though. 




My window is only going half-way down. No more 
will som eone be able to reach in and grab at me. 

yjj Pll be ready. 


6 tr~J\ \l ny • 

However many showercurtains I have to put on 
my feet, I will until Tm happy with it. Not with 
myself, but with IT. Anything that protrudes is a 

*—• * ^ ^ ^ ’’V poker. 


Tat 



I want your head to stop nodding. How do I stop 
all the side effects? I’m afraid of them. You are 
too out of it to tell me. I can’t walk away from 
this. You’re killing yourself slowly right in 
front of me. So many similarities to the swing. 
I had so many bruises-how do I explain them? 
You run-it’s going to be fine. You’re vegetarian. 
Save the animals, kill yourself. It’s harder this 
time. I went through it before, almost 
blindfolded. I am supporting your death by 
being here with you-why can’t I leave? 

Say when. Do I look bad? 

Can you see? Hold on! 

If you could only make 
it past tonight it will be 
fine. Another week will 
go by. Next time will be 
better-not as much. 

Maybe too much. Are 
you there? How come 1 
you don’t answer? I 
have your rocks, you 
can’t go. 

Wait! 



I think, urn. I’M REALLY MAD. well. THAT, 
like. SXE GIRLS and like all the other girls 
that I know of and shill ARE SUPPOSED TO 
like BE urn NOT SEEN AND. urn. NOT HEARD. 
And like. I’M sort a PISSED THAT tun ME AND 
MY like GIRL FRIENDS AND like OUR 
EFFORTS GET kinda STEPPED ON. and like 
IGNORED AND like PUT DOWN. AND THEN 
THE BOYS that are like doing all the stepping 
and stuff SAY like “WHY DON’T GIRLS like DO 
SOMETHING?!” all obnoxious, as it we weren t 
livin'*’ or we re total leeches 01 something! So 
now I’M kinda SICK OF like ASKING TO BE 
liked don’t know.I guess LET INTO THE uni 
SXE=BOY EQUATION, you know? THEN I like 
GET CALLED like A BITCH, which really isn’t 
too nice of them. WHEN I like FINALLY urn 
TAKE WHAT’S MINE, von know? I’M pretty 
much SICK of urn FEELING ALIENATED AND 
ALONE like AT um SHOWS and other places 
and stuff AND SO ARE MY like GIRLFRIENDS. 
Ok so then like X CHICKS UP FRONT X IS liki 
kind of LIKE um A REACTION TO uh THE WA1 
most of like YOU um BOYS and maybe fake 
oiris loo HAVE like. MADE US FEEL AB OUT 
like BEING GIRLS AND like BEING STRAIGH1 
EDGE, because, like, we are both, right, and 
we can’t like seperate the two. ok? So like W1 
ARE MAKING IT 1 guess. COOL/FUN TO like 
BE BOTH, ok? WE ARE um WATCHING EACH 
OTHER’S BACKS, now. ok. And uh FIGHTING 
YOU FOR like RECOGNITION AS um STRONG 
STRAIGHT EDGE GIRLS and stuff, because, vo 
know, we art'. WE ARE uh FINISHED ASKING 
WE ARE like STARTING TO like TAKE sort of 
BECAUSE like WE KNOW WE DON T HAVE T 
iim “EARN” OUR like PLACE like IN THE 
SCENE because like now we have our own am: 
stuff. FOR THE FIRST TIME. like. ever. 

WE RE ALL IN THIS TOGETHER, ok. AND lik 
IF YOU um FEEL THE NEED TO um like 
STAND like IN OUR WAY, ok. you um. just ma; 
need to. I don’t know, like FUCK OFF. ok? 
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WHY DON’T GIRLS DO SOMETHING!?! 

Why do all the boys claim,”Duh, I’d support girls if they were doing 
stuff, like in bands and all of that...” Lessee, I can think of like 21 
straightedge girls across the US and in Europe. I hope there’s more 
than that, but 21 is all I know (pretty sad, huh?). Of these 21: 

21 of us are dedicated straight-n-edge 
17 of us do fanzines, some of us have more than one 
14 of us are vegan, the other 7 are vegetarian 
9 of us put on shows 

7 of us distribute records and zines, even if on a small scale 
5 of us have put out records 
2 of us do radio shows 

So maybe there are very few girls that are straightedge, but all of us are 
fully involved and active in other aspects of SxE, beyond just going to 
shows and supporting bands. Do 100% of the boys risk their safety at 
every show to "prove” they "deserve” to be there? Axe 100% of the 
boys vegetarian? (Can 100% of the boys SPELL "vegetarian”?) Are 
70% of the boys vegan? Do 80% of them put out fanzines? Do 45% 
of them put on shows? How come I didn’t get the flyer? Have 35% of 
the boys done distribution? There should be records mid zines all over 
the place. Have 25 % of the boys put out records? That’s 1/4 of all the 
SxE boys everywhere ! I doubt it. Do 15% of the boys do radio shows? 
Maybe. This isn’t supposed to be about who’s better than whom. I 
think the only place where girl involvement is lacking is in the bands 
themselves, mid I don’t know why that is. In any case, I think girls 
pretty much make up for that in other areas. If you can’t find GxE 
propaganda, ask. You’re obviously not looking in the right place. 

This has been Chicks Up Front lesson # 406. 
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